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Parent Introduc;on

• If you have wondered or if someone has told you that your child is behind 
in school this is for you. 

• A child can be behind star;ng kindergarten or first grade.

• No maIer how good you have been at providing early learning 
opportuni;es for your child there is no guarantee that his or her phonemic 
awareness skills are strong enough to succeed in phonics and reading.

• You can answer survey ques;ons about your observa;ons, but if your child 
needs help with reading the important thing is to know where to begin.

hIp://cog1st.org/wordpress/connect‐to‐parent‐survey/  

•  You can begin by understanding what phonemic skills are and knowing 
what you can do to take ac;on.
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• Strong phonemic awareness skills empower children to become 
proficient readers.

• Every child needs to have a strong phonemic awareness skill 
founda;on by 1st grade.

• When older children struggle with reading, oRen a strong phonemic 
awareness skill set was never established and as a result they are 
behind in reading and struggling in school. Children who are behind 
can catch up with the proper intensive training.  Whenever possible it 
is beIer to prevent reading problems vs. remediate them. 

•  CogRead is making it possible! Your child can meet the PASS standard.

the Phonemic Awareness Skill Set 
(PASS) standard
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Phonemic Awareness Skills are:

• the ability to hear and manipulate the sounds in spoken words and the 
understanding that spoken words and syllables are made up of sequences 
of speech sounds (Yopp, 1992; see References). 

• essen;al to learning to read in an alphabe;c wri;ng system, because leIers 
represent sounds or phonemes. Without phonemic awareness, phonics 
makes liIle sense. 

• fundamental to mapping speech to print. If a child cannot hear that "man" 
and "moon" begin with the same sound or cannot blend the sounds /
rrrrrruuuuuunnnnn/ into the word "run", he or she may have great 
difficulty connec;ng sounds with their wriIen symbols or blending sounds 
to make a word. 

• essen;al to learning to read in an alphabe;c wri;ng system. 

• a strong predictor of children who experience early reading success. 

• Reference, hIp://reading.uoregon.edu/big_ideas/pa/pa_what.php 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You Can Take Ac;on Now

• As a parent you need to make sure your child has the proper medical 
checkups to ensure being ready for school.

• What about knowing if your child has the phonemic awareness skills to 
learn how to read?

• Through the CogRead Campaign, parents now have access to online 
resources to make sure their children have the phonemic awareness skills 
to empower reading success.

• At the CogRead site, hIp://CogRead.org you can learn more and get 
started.
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Review the Materials
As needed, review the tabs and links available at hIp://CogRead.org to learn more.  

Click to register your child when you are ready. 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Registra;on
By clicking to register at

hIp://CogRead.org you will be 
taken to our partner provider 
site and their registra;on form.

Please complete the form and 
submit.

To complete the form you will 
first create your master/parent 
account. 

It only takes a few moments to 
register.

Then you will be taken to your 
master account homepage 
where you can create accounts 
for each of your children.  (see 
next slide)
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Master Account Homepage

Register Your Child

ARer comple;ng and 
submi]ng the first form, you 
will be taken to the master user 
homepage.  You will also 
receive an email confirma;on 
with instruc;ons on how to 
login to your master account.  
Check your spam folder if you 
do not see it.

The next step is to create your 
child’s student account.  This is 
also fast and easy.

Click on the link that says 
Register Your Students.
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Student Registra;on Form

Registra;on
Fill in the informa;on for your 
child and click submit.

The last four ques;ons do not 
appear un;l you enter the date 
of birth.  The ques;ons vary 
based upon age.  

9



ogRead.org

Your Student is Registered

Registra;on Completed

The student is now registered and 
shows up on your master user 
homepage.  Click to Register 
addi;onal students for each 
addi;onal child.

The PASS Assessment and 
Sound Analysis Exercise will be 
automa;cally assigned to each 
student account.  

No purchase is necessary, unless 
you also wish to purchase the 
Gibson Test or BrainSkills program 
for students in the 2nd grade and 
above. 

The next step is to begin the 
assessment and then the training. 
Click on the link to go to the 
BrainSkills site or see the next 
slide for direct login instruc;ons.
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Access the Training

• Go to www.brainskills.com and click to login.

• The login page, which you can bookmark is hIp://www.brainskills.com/client/login.php 

• Enter the user ID and password that was created when you registered your child for a 
student account. Your master user login ID and password is not used to access the training.
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Exercise Student Homepage

This page shows the complete 
history for the full training 
program.

However, only the Sound Analysis 
exercise will be ac;vated.

Your child will click on the buIon 
in the upper right corner to begin 
training.
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Exercise Launch Page
Please review the two 
tutorials first.  Click on the 
links for each.

The second one introduces 
each of the 17 basic sounds 
and codes used in this 
exercise.  

Click on each sound and word 
to make sure your child 
understands the broader 
perspec;ve of what the 
exercise is about.  

When ready to begin the 
training, click on the link to 
begin Sound Analysis.
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Exercise Page

Read the instruc;ons for each 
level.

Click OK to begin.
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Exercise Summary

• There are 41 levels, only one speed per level.  (Other exercises have 
mul;ple speeds.)

• There are 17 basic sounds and codes introduced in four groups. (m‐b‐t‐o‐e, 
p‐d‐a‐f, l‐k‐w‐u, r‐n‐i‐s)

• Five levels per group (levels 1‐20) train each sound and phonemic 
awareness skill; select, drop and blend).

• Levels 21‐41 train all the sounds in more complex, mostly made‐up words.
• Students will start at level 1 and automa;cally advance to the next level 

once 90% correct is achieved per level.  
• Good sound is required; headphones are recommended.  When possible, 

have the student also say the answer out loud. 
• Train 10‐15 minutes per day, five days per week un;l completed.  Generally 

should take 4‐6 weeks.
• Parent supervision and coaching is important. 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Exercise Procedures

The first two levels of each group, 
1‐2, 5‐6, 10‐11, 15‐16, will 
introduce and test the sound and 
codes for the sounds in that 
group.

This should be a very easy step, 
but parents must make sure their 
child understands the 
rela;onship between the code 
(leIer) and the sound.

Please keep in mind that this 
exercise is only introducing the 
short vowel sounds.

16



ogRead.org

Phonemic Awareness Training Levels 

Blend or spell

Combina;ons of sounds using 
mostly made‐up words will be 
presented.

Students must spell the word that 
is heard.
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Phonemic Awareness Training Levels 

Select 

Combina;ons of sounds using 
mostly made‐up words will be 
presented.

Students must select the sound 
that is requested.
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Phonemic Awareness Training Levels 

Drop

Combina;ons of sounds using 
mostly made‐up words will be 
presented.

Students will be asked to drop a 
sound and select the remaining 
sound(s).
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Review Progress

• Detailed informa;on on the training is presented on the student homepage.
• This screen shot shows a complete training program.  For this program, only data will be 

shown under the exercise called Sound Analysis.
• Parents will be able to monitor progress in detail.  
• Click on the Sound Analysis link to see more records of the training. 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Cogni;ve Skill tes;ng and More...

• Taking advantage of this free offer for the PASS Assessment and Sound 
Analysis exercise can develop the reading readiness skills that a child, ages five 
and six and older needs. Your master/parent account gives you the op;on to 
purchase a cogni;ve skill evalua;on for a child at age seven and older at a 
very affordable price.

• When you can purchase a cogni;ve skill test you will be providing a test for 
your child and one will be provided for an under‐resourced and at‐risk child in 
one of the CogRead projects. In 35‐40 minutes your child can complete the 
online evalua;on and you will have the results.

• Once you have your report you can explore the CogRead website and learn 
more about your op;ons and any next steps you want to take. Core reading 
and learning skills can be strengthened with comprehensive online exercises. 
The informa;on at hIp://CogRead.org can help you get started to find what 
your child needs to build stronger skills and succeed in reading and learning.
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